
<SUBHEAD> Crowded field includes two incumbents 
<HEAD> Nine Running for Three Council Seats 
<BYLINE> 
<ART> 
<CUTLINE>  
Nine candidates are vying for three San Juan Capistrano City Council seats in November, 
including incumbents Mark Nielsen and Lon Uso.  
 
 
Q1: “The city is considering several developments that have generated discussion in the 
community. Do you support Distrito La Novia and the Continuing Life Communities 
proposal and how do you balance that decision with property-owners rights and what’s 
best for the community?” 
 
 
Q2  Transportation is always a big topic in SJC. Do you support the San Juan Creek Road 
extension to La Pata? Putting El Horno through to Rancho Viejo Road? The 241 toll road 
as proposed? Widening Ortega to four lanes through town? What would you to do help 
traffic flow? 
 
 
Q3 Members of the public always remind elected officials “you work for us, do what we 
want.” But is that true? Should an elected official make a decision based on what the 
majority of the voters want, or what you feel is the best, even if it’s opposite the public 
opinion? 
 
Q4 What do you think of redevelopment and what should be done on the Lower Rosan? 
 
Q5 Why should people vote for you? 
 
 
Derek Reeve 
Constitutional Attorney/Historian 
http://site.derekreeve.us 
 
Help restore leadership and transparency to the City Council. Working as a team, we can 
ensure public I 1 safety, mind the public purse, end secret dealings and make our City 
Government serve our residents. It's time for Conservative Common Sense!  
 
As a former Transportation Commissioner and community leader I shall bring leadership, 
experience , and fiscal responsibility to improve the quality of life in our city. I am 
dedicated to conserving the rural j and historical character of our community. As a 
Councilman, I pledge:  
 
Mitigate Traffic, Reduce Development, Provide Clean Affordable Water, Revitalize 
Downtown , Conserve Open Space, Respect Private Property Rights, including No 



Eminent Domain, Fiscal Responsibility, including No New Taxes or Fees, Mandate Rule 
of Law  
 
I oppose changing zoning ordinances to allow high density development. We can 
improve traffic without destroying our historic character. 
 
I shall work to keep our community safe, improve response times and identify illegal 
aliens arrested.  
 
San Juan Capistrano is unique. I shall fight to maintain the quality of life that is San Juan 
Capistrano.  
 
Constitutional scholar and professor of political science at Concordia University and 
Saddleback College. USC undergrad/law; Claremont Ph.D. candidate; attorney, small 
business owner. 
 
Q1 
 
As a principled conservative, I shall respect private property rights. However, our city is 
governed by the General Plan that applies to all property owners equally. The City has 
been advocating one interest over the others and this must end.  
 
I do not support the Distrito La Novia/Meadows plan as currently proposed.  It does not 
violate property rights to refuse a change of zoning from residential to mixed use. The 
property owner purchased the property knowing it was zoned residential as were 
neighboring property owners. In fact, it does violate neighboring property owners of their 
rights since they relied on the zoning before they purchased their properties.  
 
The City Council has erroneously translated density for residences into retail space, 
falsely claiming density has been reduced from the original plan.  The current City 
Council wants us to focus our attention on the reduction of homes and proposed horse 
stables in the meadows project, yet not pay attention to the Distrito La Novia where the 
density of the combined project has been concentrated.  
 
Regarding CLC, I will consider proposals that conserve SJC rural heritage, does not lead 
to double tracking, and does not have City financial involvement. 
 
Q2 
 
We must first prevent more traffic from being created by stopping the approval of new 
massive developments that place more traffic on our roads. Also make sure that 
mitigation is completed for developments that have already been built and/or approved. 
Previous city councils are notorious for approving developments without traffic 
mitigation, a major contributor to traffic congestion.  
 



The toll road is for the benefit of Rancho Mission Viejo, which needs two major arterial 
roads in place before they are allowed to build their envisioned 14,000 homes on our 
eastern border. The fallacy about the toll road that it will take traffic off the congested 
5 freeway when in reality, it is designed to accommodate more development east of town 
that will only add more traffic. If it becomes clear the toll road will be built, I will ensure 
the negative impact on SJC is mitigated. 
  
I oppose widening of Ortega. Ortega will become primarily a freeway on and off ramp 
for the new city of Rancho Mission Viejo.  
  
The proposed San Juan Creek Road extension to La Pata would go through open space 
and would require a public vote.  
 
I oppose connecting El Horno to Rancho Viejo Road. 
 
Q3 
 
A vote for Reeve, Reardon and Worthington will end secret dealings and make our City 
Government serve our residents.  It’s time for common sense!   
 
Our guiding principle is the government works for you. You do not work for them. We 
shall fulfill the will of the people of San Juan Capistrano.  For example, the city 
overwhelmingly voted against Home Depot.  The current city council is looking to 
overturn this clear mandate.  A vote for our Team is a vote against Home Depot.  
 
Not every issue however provides a clear direction from our residents.  Rest assured that 
we mean what we say and say what we mean.  We pledge to instill fiscally responsible 
policies; respect private property rights; make SJC a rule of law city; protect the historic 
character of SJC; prevent tax subsidies for development; and provide clean affordable 
water.  
 
To truly make these changes to our city government and return it to the will of the people, 
there must be a majority on the council. There is only one clear, viable and quality 
option.  Use your three votes for the Right Team; # 1 Derek Reeve, # 2 Jim Reardon, and 
# 4 Clint Worthington on your ballot.   

Q4 

The Redevelopment Agency does NOT spur economic development.  Incumbents have 
perverted the RDA into a self-dealing, semi-secret slush fund for developers.  They claim 
RDA keeps tax dollars for the city.  FALSE!  The funds must remain within the RDA, 
thus cannot pay for city services such as law enforcement.  The RDA alters the free 
market system leading to abandoned car dealerships and vacant commercial buildings.  
Home Depot is the wrong development in the wrong place. 

Q5 



Do not continue to be disappointed by people who lack the integrity and courage to 
follow through on their campaign promises.  I mean what I say and say what I mean.  As 
a constitutional scholar I pledge my sacred honor to represent you.  

To bring common sense principles to city government we need a majority of three on the 
council. Please mark your ballot for the Right Team; Derek Reeve, Jim Reardon, and 
Clint Worthington. 

Jim Reardon 
Technology Executive 
www.votereardon.com 
 
This election will determine future policy for our City, our water service, and local 
redevelopment. I promise to act from my conservative principles to restore trust and 
fiscal sanity to City government, stop runaway water fees, and halt wasteful spending that 
leads us further into debt.  
 
While our civic leaders warn of a financial crisis, millions of dollars have been spent on 
complex and secretive schemes unrelated to the City's actual mission. This waste is 
mortgaging our future, piling-up mountains of debt which can only be repaid through 
future taxes.  
 
Public safety, affordable water, traffic relief, and preservation of heritage are my 
priorities. More than 20 years residing in the community, 30 years experience in private 
business and four years service as a volunteer Board member of a private school serving 
students with autism and Asperger's offer me guidance. Working openly as a team, we 
can preserve what we cherish, adjust to our changing circumstances, and leave San Juan 
Capistrano better place. 
 
 I ask for your vote. 
 
Q1 
 
As a Republican, I stand for private property rights. My commitment is equally 
applicable to developers as to residential property owners and even tenants in a mobile 
home park. Our city has a General Plan that governs land-use in the area of Distrito La 
Novia. An existing Specific Plan also exists for these properties. The City Council should 
not advocate one interest over those of the community. Members of our City Council 
have been personally involved in creating the new DLN plan and now cannot fairly 
represent us in this matter. For this reason, I oppose further consideration of the DLN 
plan. I oppose the use of government power to remove a mobile home park to make way 
for a commercial development. 
 
The Continuing Life Communities project is different. It is mostly consistent with the 
General Plan. I oppose any City financial participation in the CLC development and 
invite CLC to submit their Development Application for fair and impartial consideration. 



 
Q2 
 
The San Juan Creek Road extension to La Pata has been bottled-up by members of the 
sitting City Council who live in the area. Our City's high school is effectively 
isolated. "Open Space" zoning now makes the extension impossible without a vote of the 
public. 
 
El Horno should not be opened to public traffic. It is substandard for public use. Mission 
Flats should not be sacrificed. Emergency vehicles, bicycles and pedestrians only. 
 
Ortega Highway is already "four lanes" near I-5. The new freeway overpass renders this 
question moot—in town. Ortega Highway will connect directly to Del Obispo when the 
project is complete. 
 
Traffic flow can be improved by adding traffic signals in some obvious places and adding 
protected lanes. Local traffic circulation should not depend on the Ortega Highway or 
Interstate 5. 
 
 
Q3 
I have faith in the wisdom of the American public.  As a member of your City Council, I 
will apply common sense, American values and ingenuity to solving problems and 
forming policy for our community.  Restoration of civic trust, respect for the public, and 
respect of our laws are my highest priorities. 
 
Q4 
There are many forms of "redevelopment"; it is not a generic term.  In San Juan 
Capistrano, I am supportive of efforts to revitalize and preserve our historic downtown 
business areas.  I am skeptical of City-funded redevelopment expenditures that pick 
winners and create losers in what should be a free marketplace.  For example, our City 
has just committed $5 million in taxpayer funds to bailout the owner of a failed auto 
dealership and induce a new dealer to occupy the location.  It may take more than a 
decade for the City to break-even.  But we may never break-even.  Similarly, efforts by 
Home Depot to build on City-owned property would have required millions of dollars in 
publicly funded incentives.  Such incentives for one business hurt existing local 
competitors, perhaps even forcing them to close or move.  I cannot support such schemes, 
even when labeled as "redevelopment." 
 
Q5 
I am a one member of the Right Team, and I am committed to protecting local taxpayers, 
residents and businesses from schemes that favor City Hall "insiders".  When elected, my 
first priority is to make City Hall function for the people.  We must fix the traffic mess, 
stop runaway water fees and fix the broken billing system, televise City Council 
meetings, end outrageous salaries, and strengthen law enforcement everywhere in our 
historic town. 



 
 
 
 
John Taylor 
Businessman 
www.JohnTaylorforCityCouncil.com 
 
I believe that we are on the crest of change in San Juan Capistrano. As a businessman, I 
believe that San Juan Capistrano must be business friendly. We need to revitalize our 
downtown to attract anchor tenants and our own citizens to improve our tax base and help 
struggling businesses. I  
 
Development pressures are all around us, and we need to continue to work with other 
agencies to I mitigate traffic problems and manage our open space. 
 
My family and I are very involved in our community. We have lived in Los Rios Historic 
District for 20 years, I served on the Review Committee and Marianne leads the historic 
district's native plant gardening efforts. Our daughter attends Marco Forester Middle 
School, and our son graduated from Capistrano Valley and is now at USC.  
 
I taught agriculture in the Peace Corps, came home and graduated with a bachelor's 
degree in biology from UCI. I have been in the property management business for 25 
years, specializing in commercial buildings.  
 
Navigating hurdles in the coming years will take team work, perseverance, commitment 
and leadership. I will wade through the rhetoric and steer a course for good government 
while maintaining respect for others. 
 
I ask for your vote. 
 
Q1 
Distrito La Novia -Meadows: The reduced number of homes from 440 to 234 is a good 
idea and fair to the neighbors. The addition of a world class equestrian center would be 
outstanding and I would phase in the number of horses on the property. The project 
brings much needed retail opportunities to the east side, hopefully we could get a Trader 
Joe’s or Whole foods Market. With the widening of San Juan Creek Road at Valle and 
the re-alignment of the off ramp, traffic flow will be greatly improved. As a condition of 
approval I would require this roadwork be completed before any building permits were 
issued. 
Continuing Life Communities: The CLC project is on private property and zoned for this 
use, a seniors housing development. CLC would bring our city a high quality retirement 
community. It would be the single largest employer in our city and would bring much 
needed tax revenue to our city coffers as well. It is a low impact use and leaves most of 
the land as open space for our citizens to enjoy. Consider the possible alternative, a U.S. 
Postal Service Annex, trucks, smog, concrete and asphalt. 



 
Q2 
Traffic is a problem and we need to explore all options including a southbound off ramp 
at Stonehill for Dana Point traffic, promote traffic flow by synchronizing traffic lights in 
town, open up La Pata to San Clemente, explore options for 241 – the PBX or 
Christianitos extensions make more sense in light of the opposition to the green 
extension. We need more negotiations with Camp Pendleton to get this much needed 
roadway completed. 
 
San Juan Creek Road to La Pata, I would oppose because of the potential for high traffic 
volume, the neighborhood would lose its’ country road appeal. 
 
 El Horno Street to Rancho Viejo Road, in my opinion would offer little in the way of 
traffic mitigation. Before I would even consider it, I would want to commission a traffic 
study. I just don’t believe it is the best use of our highway dollars and I most likely would 
oppose it. 
 
Ortega Highway needs to be widened to four lanes from La Pata to the Hunt Club Gate, 
where a traffic light should be installed. The existing four lane road from the Hunt Club 
to the I-5 should be left alone.  
 
 
Q3 
 
As a candidate I have spoken and written about my stands on the very important issues 
that San Juan Capistrano faces in the coming years. When the voters go to the polls, the 
majority will choose three candidates that best represent their views on the issues. 
The will of the people absolutely must be how our decisions are made. It is the 
foundation of our democracy. The trouble we get into is when a candidate says one thing 
to one group and just the opposite to another group. 
As a 25 year resident, I have stood firm on my vision of a San Juan Capistrano that 
maintains its’ small town, equestrian friendly atmosphere, my commitment to open space 
and a vibrant, pedestrian friendly downtown that will attract our citizens to shop and dine. 
I have proven that historic preservation is fundamental to our town’s character, not by 
words but by my actions having restored two historic homes.  
 
Q4 
Using redevelopment funds allowed our city to provide improvements that included 
keeping the Ford dealership – which meant that we kept the sales tax base here in San 
Juan.  The city also used redevelopment funds to reopen the downtown movie theater – 
giving our own citizens reasons to shop and play downtown.  Redevelopment is simply a 
tool to help local government make improvements using a tax advantage.  
  
Lower Rosan 
 



The city is paying $325,000 per year in interest only payments - on a debt of $5.1 million.   
Selling this property makes economic sense – providing jobs and keeping tax revenue in 
our city.   Sensitive to the surrounding neighbors, Home Depot will provide a 176-foot 
green belt buffer (half the size of a football field) to the nearest residence.  It doesn’t 
appear that there would be more traffic than what is already generated by Costco.   
 
Q5 
 
We have lived in the Los Rios Historic District for over 20 years. I have been an active 
member of the Los Rios Historic District Review Committee. I’m a businessman; I 
understand how to get things done and how important it is to help our small businesses 
operate. Successful businesses mean jobs and increased tax base for our city.  
 
I will honor and respect your opinions and never make a decision without thinking of 
you. 
 
Clint Worthington 
Locomotive Engineer 
www.Voteworthington.com  
 
I would like your vote for City Council. I have been a resident of San Juan Capistrano for 
25 years and it is no secret that I firmly believe that Chevron must cleanup the gasoline 
that they leaked into our drinking water supply. You have witnessed our water bills 
quadruple the past six years. These water costs are out of control. 
 
I believe we must do what is necessary to protect the heritage and history here in San 
Juan Capistrano. 
 
I am a conservative who believes that we need to increase our police resources to stop  
the gang and graffiti activity that are overtaking our City.  
 
I have been a successful for banker for 26 years and chose six years ago to pursue my 
dream of becoming a locomotive engineer. In addition to this, I served San Juan 
Capistrano for 21 years as a volunteer firefighter. As a cyclist I set my goals and set a 
world record in ultra marathon cycling. This resulted in being featured on every major 
news program including, Good Morning America and the front page of the Wall Street 
Journal.  
 
I respectfully ask for your support and thank those of you who cast your vote for me. 
 
Q1 
 
I do not support the Distrito La Novia. The City does have a General Plan that applies to 
all property owners.  This project requires a change to the General Plan that is not 
agreeable to nearby homeowners. By the City Council having two members meeting and 



providing input to the development of the project, it has subtracted the ability of the City 
Council members ability to be impartial when discussing and voting on this property. 
  
The CLC project is too dense for our rural town.  I am unable to support this project as it 
is presented. 
 
Q2 
 
Let’s get the projects completed that were designed to mitigate traffic in our town as the 
first step in the process to ease congestion on our roads. As an example: Eliminate the 
dangerous new speed bump in the right hand lane at the railroad crossing on Del Obispo. 
In addition, let’s get the traffic light working at Oso and Camino Capistrano properly. 
These are just a few of the simple projects that need to be completed to ease traffic. 
 
The historic Mission Flats neighborhood does not need to be a thoroughfare. I would be 
opposed to any extension of El Horno to Rancho Viejo Road. 
 
The Ortega Highway through our town to the City limits is a beautiful highway. To 
widen the highway would bring undo hardships to the many residents and surrounding 
neighborhoods. We do not need to be the doormat for other communities. I would be 
opposed to the widening of the Ortega Highway.  
 
There are conservation easements that would prevent the extension of San Juan Creek 
Road to La Pata. In addition, an extension would divide the Open Space that was 
purchased last January. I would however be in favor of extending La Pata to San 
Clemente. 
 
Q3 
 
The fact that the Kramer/Taylor Campaign has raised a combined total of over $73,000 
for a City Council position that pays $300 a month raises the question; whose best 
interests are they representing; the residents' or special interests'? Is the $280 dinner that 
Mark Nielsen accepted from the CEO of CR&R Disposal in the residents' best interests 
when Councilman Nielsen is in a position to vote on CR&R's trash rate increases?  
 
Conflicts of interest, lack of transparency and questionable ethics have led to mistrust of 
this city leadership. City leaders are shutting out the public by making decisions in closed 
door meetings and by planning and approving massive development over the objections 
of residents.   
 
The need for additional revenue must be balanced with residents' concerns. Decisions that 
are not mandated by law to be held behind closed doors should be done in full public 
view; something that the current leadership has repeatedly failed to do.  
 



If elected, our team of Reeve, Reardon and Worthington pledges to listen to and carefully 
consider the concerns of all residents and business leaders and to conduct city business in 
a truly open and transparent manner. 
 
Q4 
If a new business is truly viable and profitable, the Redevelopment Agency would not 
need to support that business with taxpayer funding.   That is it, plain and simple.   Eight 
years ago the residents voted against a Home Depot on the Lower Rosan by an 
overwhelming majority and I agree with our resident’s majority vote.   We need to work 
on finding an appropriate use for that property that will not impact our Cities traffic any 
further. 
 
  
Q5 
I am one member of the Right Team.   I believe our City needs to get back to the basics 
of providing police, fire, water, and maintain and improve the infrastructure of our City.  
Preserving and protecting our historic structures is a priority.   We must also take 
immediate steps to cut the Cities expenses.   We can no longer tolerate the exorbitant 
compensation that our City Manager has received.  I ask your vote for Reeve, Reardon, 
and Worthington. 
 
Larry Kramer 
Retired Naval Officer 
www.larrykramerforcitycouncil2010.com 
 
I understand leadership and decision making. As a Naval Officer, I commanded three 
nuclear submarines and a submarine base with an annual budget over $50 million. I 
firmly believe our citizens want and need leadership that will listen, gather the facts, 
carefully weigh the consequences and make informed pragmatic decisions.  
 
I love our community and am actively involved in it. I am the Transportation 
Commission Chairman, an active member of the Community Emergency Response Team 
(CERT), the Open Space Planning Sub-committee Chairman, a Downtown Master 
Planning Committee member and Past-President of San Juan Capistrano Rotary.  
 
My priorities:  
 
Ensure our city is on sound financial footing and operates with a balanced budget;  
 
Continue to preserve our open space and provide access and usefulness to all; Work hard 
to improve the flow of traffic through and around San Juan Capistrano;  
 
Prioritize our efforts to revitalize our downtown. Make changes that will bring businesses 
and people to the heart of our city;  
 
Preserve our unique rural and equestrian lifestyle. 



 
 I will support the best interests of the people of San Juan Capistrano, make decisions 
based on proven facts, work to preserve our small town atmosphere and conduct myself 
with integrity and transparency. Please vote for me.  
 
Q1 
 
 
The Distrito La Novia/Meadows project is currently zoned for 440 homes, institutional 
use and a hotel. The proposal to change the Master Plan and zoning to approve 94 homes 
and a stable on the Meadows area is a significant improvement although the number of 
horses should be reduced significantly. Retail, apartments and condos seem reasonable 
although I do not see the need for more office space. The important thing is that the 
traffic impacts of this development should all be completed before the first building 
permit is issued. In particular the intersection of the I-5 off-ramp, Valle Road and La 
Novia should be improved immediately. The widening of Valle Road should be 
accomplished with a stepped set back instead of an ugly tall wall.  
 
Continuing Life Communities (CLC) 
 
CLC has a reputation of building high quality retirement communities. They have my 
support. There are two proposals for setting aside more open space. I favor the one 
wherein CLC retrains title to and liability for the open space land and the city residents 
would have access to soccer fields, to a staging area and to the trails all of which CLC 
would build and maintain. 
 
Q2 
 
Extending San Juan Creek Road to La Pata would cause detrimental changes to the road 
characteristics. I would not support it.   
 
Extending El Horno was considered when the city studied building a city hall at 
Marbella.  The city is not planning a new office; extending El Horno is off the table.  
 
I fully support completion of 241-toll road to I-5.  
 
Widen Ortega Highway in a minimal way to 4 lanes to cause least impact on the 
character of the road and surrounding neighborhoods.  
 
Many things can be done to improve traffic flow:  
- Complete La Pata to San Clemente.  
-Widen the remaining 2 lane portions of Rancho Viejo Road to 4 lanes.  
-Construct a southbound off ramp from I-5 at Stonehill to route Dana Point traffic away 
from San Juan Capistrano. 
-Re-align the southbound I-5 off ramp at San Juan Creek/Camino Capistrano with La 
Novia.  Widen the San Juan Creek underpass at Camino Capistrano.  



-Make the city more pedestrian and bike friendly.  
-Initiate trolleys connecting San Juan Capistrano, San Clemente and Dana Point.  
-Update 2002 Strategic Transportation Plan. 
-Project driven traffic improvements must occur before there is any project construction 
without exception. 
 
 
Q3 
The will of the voters is an important criterion for determining what an elected official 
should do. Voters choose someone they think best fits their thinking or philosophy – 
which includes someone they trust to gather the facts and come to an honest conclusion. 
The voter is part of the decision making process.   
 
Things get out of sync when the Councilperson promises one way of governing and then 
does not follow through or changes their philosophy.  
 
From candidate forums, web site and the answers I have given to questions, my 
philosophy of governing is simple. I am non-partisan, beholding to no special interests.  I 
believe that this wonderful town must continue to grow in such a way that we can provide 
the services the residents deserve. I am an optimist who will examine the facts, continue 
to listen to all the residents and make decisions that I believe will be of most benefit to 
the majority of residents. 
 
Q4 
Redevelopment 
 
Redevelopment has been very instrumental in maintaining and improving the vitality of 
San Juan Capistrano. Redevelopment enables our city to keep more tax dollars right here 
in our city.  It was instrumental in the reopening of our movie theater, renovation of 
Mission Promenade, keeping a Ford auto dealership in town and helps us to achieve our 
state mandated affordable housing goals. In addition, the façade improvement program 
has improved the look of some of our established businesses. Overall I believe it has 
benefited the citizens by bringing industry, businesses and jobs to San Juan Capistrano.  
 
 
Lower Rosan 
 
Keeping the Lower Rosan area as municipal property costs the city by removing the land 
from the tax rolls and requiring the city to pay $325,000 annually on the interest-only 
note with a debt of $5.1 million.  Commercial development, with sensitivity to neighbors 
and mitigation of traffic, offers the best option. The city has acquired property that would 
allow Home Depot to establish a 176-foot green belt buffer (size of a soccer field) to the 
nearest residence. The needed traffic mitigations are yet to be determined, but will be far 
less than the COSTCO traffic. 
 
Q5 



I have a strong desire to participate actively in determining the future of our city. I have 
been a volunteer in just about everything that matters to me in this city – open space, 
transportation and Rotary among other things.  
 
From my military career to my volunteer activities, I am a leader.  I am interested in 
using my experience to build a sound financial future for our city and providing superior 
services to the residents. I commit that I will listen and make decisions based on facts and 
not emotions. 
 
Jess Lopez* 
Retired Police Sergeant 
www.JessServes.org 
 
Lifelong public service experience in Public Safety and the Military. I have earned a MS, 
degree in Social Science from CSU, Fullerton and a BS degree in Public Administration 
from USC. I am a skilled multi-cultural communicator who can straddle the socio-
economic levels in our City.  
 
Based on work history and faith based background my leadership demands I do the right 
thing. I strongly support Chief Dan Dwyer and OCSD Sheriff Sandra Hutchinson's law 
enforcement policies. I support the Boarder Patrol and all State and Federal law 
enforcement agencies working in our City. I am satisfied with our gang injunction, GRIP, 
Great Opportunities, Sierra's Pantry, Boys and Girls Club and CREER Programs. 
 
 I promise to serve , protect and preserve without personal advantage or special interest. I 
promise to preserve our Mobile Home Park rent control ordinance. I will not hold our 
ratepayers financially responsible for Chevrons groundwater contamination.  
 
There are three elephants in the room that I promise to address.  
 
First, City Council and City Managers poor decision making potentially costing taxpayers 
6.7 million dollars in liability. Second, City Managers $324,000.00 inappropriate public 
salary.  Finally, investigate why is City Council affording a free pass and immense 
freedom to the developers of the La Novia Meadows project. 
 
Q1 
 
I oppose the Distrito La Novia-Meadows project. I oppose the projects excavation of the 
landfill that has been closed since 1976 because of the potential health risk to the 
surrounding community property owners in Loma Vista, Mesa Vista and Capo Terrace 
Mobile Home Park. I also oppose a General Plan Amendment and rezone to 
accommodate the developers. The present 2 incumbents up for reelection seem poised to 
approve all or any development plans with out considering our communities mounting 
opposition. Maybe because both incumbents sat on the subcommittee to support a 
General plan rezoning change. Another concern is how many half baked projects does 
this developer have ties to? This project also closes the Capo Terrace Mobile home park 



and displaces over 100 labor force, low income and senior citizen families from 
affordable housing. Remember our planning Commission declined the project, citing 
traffic and building massing.  
I like the new CLC proposal at the cost of $10 million. CLC gift of 113 free open space 
acres, continued use of soccer fields and keeping taxes to use downtown. Conceptual 
planning challenges will need the railroad crossing approval to complete the project.  
 
Q2 
 
I do not support the 241 toll road, San Juan Creek Road extension to La Pata nor the El 
Horno cutting through historical Mission Flats to Rancho Viejo road. I would support a 
La Pata to San Clemente extension. I do support the widening of Ortega through town. I 
also support a S/B Off Ramp at Stonehill and the 5 FWY/Ortega Off-On Ramp related to 
our Downtown development Plan. I agree with our Transportation Commission that 
denied the La Novia Meadows project because of the high density traffic it would cause 
at La Novia and Valle Rd. My Campaign Pledge is to preserve and protect. At first 
glance, I agreed with the Downtown Development Plan Draft including the pedestrian 
walking district concept. However, after reviewing the City web site and the main 
artwork showing a parking lot replacing the iconic Camino Real Playhouse( on pages 38-
42), NO way can I support the afore mentioned proposal. Bulldozing one of our cities 
cultural venues in order to replace it with a parking lot is absurd. The Camino Real 
Playhouse is an important and valuable part of San Juan Capistrano's unique cultural 
lifestyle! Save the Playhouse! 
 
Q3 
 
When elected. I will work to represent you. I will base my decisions on what the majority 
of voters want. I Will use Advisory Votes and Referendums to insure your concerns are 
being represented i.e. La Novia Meadows, Home Depot and Mobile Home rent control. I 
believe that Expert Rule must give way to shared Governance. The future of San Juan 
Capistrano is ONE UNITED City. The changing skills, capacities and involvement of our 
blended ethnic and diverse social economic communities are beginning to cross over and 
influence the political process.  
 
That being said I must WARN ALL San Juan Capistrano Voters. Don’t be fooled with 
Negative Personal Bigotry Attacks. The candidates who call themselves “teams” are 
spending thousands of dollars on False Facts. They are very desperate and know they 
CANNOT win. Jess Lopez has been Fair and truthful and will represent ALL San Juan 
Capistrano citizens and businesses. Jess LOPEZ support and endorsements are growing 
daily—So saddle up! LOPEZ is the Clear Choice when you look at the facts. Look on 
your Ballot and Vote **Jess LOPEZ “Retired Police Sergeant” for San Juan Capistrano 
City Council  
 
See the LOPEZ Plan at:  www.JessServes.org      
 
Q4 



 
I Strongly OPPOSE the Home Depot project. I will represent your concerns and demand 
a Public Advisory Vote – as was done 8 years ago where 75% Voted NO! NO means 
NO!! I supported our Downtown redevelopment Plan. Until I saw our “Camino Real 
Playhouse” being Bulldozed to put up a parking lot? The Playhouse is our Cultural 
Entertainment Destination. I Pledge to “SAVE the PLAYHOUSE”. My Motto is to 
Preserve and Protect our Historical Town.  
 
Q5 
 
Our future for San Juan Capistrano is ONE UNITED CITY. It’s now a Sprint to the 
Finish. Thank you for your support and lets keep working hard for VOTES. Please spread 
this message to your friend’s and neighbors. Together WE will start the change. LOPEZ 
is the Clear Choice when you look at the facts. Look on your Ballot and Vote ** Jess 
LOPEZ ** “Retired Police Sergeant” for San Juan Capistrano City Council.   
 
 
Victor “Jim” Schneider*  
Geologist 
www. jimschneider2010-sjccitycouncil.com 
 
I am a Professional Geologist working to cleanup environmental hazards on a daily basis. 
I am also a college instructor of Geology and Oceanography. I understand and analyze 
vast data to reach rational conclusions. If elected, I will apply my skills and knowledge as 
a scientist to resolve our current and future City issues with great understanding. I am a 
licensed contractor able to scrutinize bids, contracts, budgets, and contractors. I read 
everything.  
 
If elected - I will serve all SJC residents as best I can. I will work to resolve our 
groundwater contamination issue. I want to keep open space open, protect our budget, 
seek new business, and promote harmony to help unite this city. I will not make 
promises. I will not compromise or bend my philosophy to any political pressure to serve 
any interests other that city’s best interests.  
 
If elected - I will work to correct/address recent various rate increases, poor legal 
representation, and City management (or lack thereof). My vision for an effective City 
Council is one where Council Members listen to the residents, share knowledge amongst 
each other, put aside differences, and work collaboratively to create City solutions. I 
request your vote. 
 
Q1 
I do not support the proposed Distrito La Novia project based on information provided 
within the Environmental Impact Report (EIR), Traffic Impact Analysis Report, and 
concerns from adjacent residents. The EIR clearly lists many negative environmental 
impacts with this project. Although mitigation measures are presented, they are 
inadequate to protect the health & welfare of adjacent residents. My decision is balanced 



by my belief that public safety is paramount, not economics. Our current City Council’s 
support for this project does not reflect a similar attitude.  
 
The EIR states “…construction-related NOx emissions and PM10 concentrations will 
remain significant and unavoidable.” and recognizes that “potentially significant odors” 
emanating from the equine will exist. Additionally, unearthing the former landfill is very 
risky to public health. Fugitive dust can become deadly when inhaled. Landfills 
inherently have dangerous environmental issues (e.g. Ascon, Stringfellow, and BKK 
Landfills). I fail to see how this project protects current and future site receptors.  
 
Regarding the Continuing Life Communities proposal, I support the proposed project for 
our seniors, but not the OCTA (and PUC) holding us hostage for a public crossing 
leading to double-tracking, noise, air-quality, and congestion. Once again, the current 
City Council is placing revenue over safety.  
 
Q2 
 
Yes, I support the San Juan Creek Road extension. The San Juan Hills students need 
more than one way into and out of their school. Traffic reduction will occur at the 74 if 
this extension is completed.  
 
Yes, I support the El Horno extension; however, it seems it will come at a significant 
cost. I would ensure that the taxpayers are getting their moneys worth. The section of 
roadway will require a bridge or underpass. How important is this connection and how 
will it mitigate traffic are questions I need answered first. As proposed, I do not support 
an extension of the 241 toll road. The existing plan need revision. 
 
Widening Ortega Highway through town is not a solution to mitigate traffic.  
 
I would create drop off/pick up areas for each and every school in the City. Not an easy 
task, but it can be done. A classic example is at Ambuehl Elementary at 07:30 during the 
week. We need a pick up/drop off area across San Juan Creek at the existing park where 
the students can easily walk a pedestrian bridge and ne on school grounds. 
 
 
Q3 
 
Elected officials represent the people – Or, that’s our American model. When they don’t, 
we throw them out of office and re-elect. That’s democratic. An elected official needs to 
listen to the will of people (it is paramount) and their concerns, decipher through any 
unimportant fiction, identify the facts, and make a well-thought decision which best 
serves the people and the City…all the while, reflect on the larger ramifications of their 
decisions for the constituents they represent.  
 
Sometimes, a decision goes against public opinion. If occurring while I am in office, I 
can tell you now that I will have performed my due diligence….and I can live with that. I 



make sound decisions daily based on law, fiscal responsibility, experience, education, 
client satisfaction, to ultimately serve the best interest of the our client and company.  
 
In office, I will make decisions similarly, based on listening to the residents of SJC, 
exploring all pros/cons, and investigate all historic, present, and future ramifications and 
impacts to our City based on my decision. I will not make any decision lightly. The 
residents of SJC deserve elected officials who hold themselves accountable for their 
decisions. I will. Vote SCHNEIDER.  
 
Q4 
 
Redevelopment is inevitable and acceptable to bolster the economics of any City. 
However, developers and special interest groups cannot lead any redevelopment effort. 
City Council must redevelop downtown first! Use existing resources! Home Depot in 
Lower Rosan – I am not in favor. Paying too much for this property is the root cause and 
motivation behind this redevelopment effort.  Better alternatives include: nothing, soccer 
field, park, expansion of mobile estates, boatyard extension, outdoor youth park… 
 
Q5 
 
I am only a 2-year resident to SJC, yes. Yet, I recognized the need for new City 
leadership. I have no hidden agenda. I am motivated to ensure SJC remains solvent long-
term, cuts wasteful spending, keeps our historic culture, and keeps open space. In office, I 
will make decisions based on listening to the residents, exploring all ramifications and 
impacts to our City based on my decision. I won’t make any decision lightly. Vote 
SCHNEIDER.  
 
 
Mark Nielsen 
Businessman/Councilman 
www.electmarknielsen.com 
 
You elected me 4 years ago to preserve and enhance our open space, bring business sense 
and fiscal responsibility to our City, and make government more open to public input. 
We've made great strides, but the job is only half done. 
 
As president of multiple software companies, I've brought proven experience in turning 
around troubled businesses to address our City's structural deficit. We need a plan to 
improve our financial situation while preserving our historic, rural and equestrian 
character. I championed our first-ever 20 year strategic plan. Since my election, we cut 
spending $3 million while increasing public safety spending 30%. I dig into details and 
demand balanced budgets with good returns on your tax dollars. I I 
 
 I authored Measure X that requires a vote of the people before any open space can be 
rezoned by future city councils. Under my leadership, we acquired 241 acres of open 
space and submitted $16  million of grants for enhancing open space. I support 



identifying arrested illegal aliens. Those in the country illegally can't commit crimes and 
return to our neighborhoods.  
 
I will continue to fight for our unique character and quality of life, while insuring San 
Juan Capistrano's I future finances support this goal. 
 
Q1 
 
I look at development based on the benefits to the City as well as what the landowner 
may be entitled to build under current rules. If landowners are looking to change the 
rules, the alternative should provide more benefits to the City overall. Ultimately, 
development must enhance our City.  
As to the Distrito project, a previous City Council approved 440 residences around the 
old landfill. We cannot rescind this development. 440 homes would long-term cost the 
City more than it would generate and disrupt more landfill. I'd rather see a project 
generate ongoing revenues to the City, reduce landfill impacts and enhance the character 
and quality of our community. The proposed horse numbers are too high and traffic 
improvements must be made prior to the project's completion. We don't want 24 foot 
retaining walls. The State controls the landfill closure and a final solution should avoid 
negative impacts to surrounding neighbors to the greatest extent feasible. 
The CLC project will also generate millions of dollars of revenue to the City while 
preserving over 110 acres of open space in perpetuity, potentially at no cost to the City 
under their latest proposal. Since the property is zoned for this development, and only 34 
acres developed would be much less than allowed under the General Plan, it seems a 
reasonable tradeoff.     
 
Q2 
 
We need to divert traffic around our town, instead of becoming a driveway to the I-5 for 
our neighbors. 
I've fought the extension of San Juan Creek Road for over a decade since trying to have it 
removed from our 1999 General Plan rewrite.  Ruining the character of part of our 
community in order to help non-residents get to the I-5 freeway makes no sense.  The 
road is residential and has a grade school in its middle.  The extension would add 
significant dangers to the safety of our school children who daily are walking and biking 
across the street.     
Likewise, El  Horno should not become a thoroughfare to Rancho Viejo unless the 
majority of neighbors want it.  We are already saddled with a major reconstruction of the 
Ortega interchange that is supposedly going to relieve congestion in crossing the freeway, 
though it will drastically change the area's appearance.  No need to ruin yet another 
historic area.  The widening of Ortega, while a necessary evil , does not need 16' sound 
walls (destroying views and making a tunnel), removing over 100 mature trees and 
putting in wider roads West of the Hunt Club when there is already room for 4 lanes.  
Finally, the 241 would relieve significant traffic on Ortega, but with a revised route that 
avoids San Mateo Campground and the O'Neill Conservancy areas.   
 



Q3 
 
Our Pledge of Allegiance says "...and to the Republic, for which it stands,.."  As a 
Republic, we elect representatives who decide issues according to their belief of the 
overall good, as well as public input and laws. 
 
You  elect us to use our skills, knowledge and good sense to understand all aspects of 
issues;  then make decisions we believe in the best interests of the City overall.  While we 
must consider the input of all citizens, one cannot merely vote according to the most 
vocal public opinion at the time.  Instead, we are expected to dig into all the background 
and competing interests on issues (for which most of the public hasn't the time or 
interest), and determine the best long-term result.   
 
Typically one is elected because of our guiding principles.  I look at issues and assess if 
the result will enhance San Juan's unique character or detract from it.  Will the City gain 
more from the deal or not?  Will a decision improve our quality of life overall or harm it?  
Will long-term benefits outweigh short-term pain?  Which of two alternatives may be the 
least offensive?  
 
However, when citizens do vote on an issue, such as Home Depot, the electeds should 
pay attention to the plebiscite and go back for a revote if things change.  There is a big 
difference between public input/petitions versus an actual vote of the people we 
represent. 
 
Q4 
The Redevelopment Agency is extremely important.  We get to keep 60% of the property 
tax from development in the Agency boundaries compared to only 10% in the rest of the 
City.  We can better spend those millions of property tax dollars to benefit our citizens 
versus sending it to the County or State.   Home Depot should not have redevelopment 
support and I still have major issues with it since the voters said no in a formal election.     
 
Q5 
 I've a proven record keeping my promises to protect and expand open space, build a 
financially strong City with a top bond rating (one of only 19 CA cities with AAA 
rating), keep our streets safe and limit development to that which enhances our City. 
Supervisor Pat Bates calls me "a fiscal conservative providing strong leadership for our 
citizens." 
I've no agenda other than keeping our City financially healthy while protecting our 
quality of life and unique equestrian and small village character that makes us an "Oasis" 
in the midst of urban OC. 
 
 
 
Londres Uso 
Councilman/Dentist 
 



 
Dear Neighbors, I am proud of the four years I have served. I have worked hard to make 
fair, balanced and honest decisions during my term and believe that the great majority 
have been right. I There are many projects that I have started that I would like to finish 
such as the Downtown Redevelopment Master Plan. It will require the momentum and 
leadership that I have brought to it. I I believe that I have the sensitivity and knowledge 
of our town to balance our fiscal needs with our 1historic, equestrian and agrarian culture. 
 
As I did not seek or accept endorsements or donations from politicians, political parties 
political i organizations, Unions or individual developers with projects before the Council 
I have been able to / remain independent of outside influences. The only endorsement I 
seek is your vote. I intend to remain I true to this commitment during the election and the 
coming term, if re-elected. I have. been clear on all issues and have never dodged tough 
questions as I believe that I should only be re-elected if most of you agree with most of 
my positions; what you see is what you get, no baloney. 
 
Dr. Londres Uso 
 
Q1 
I have been against CLC almost from the beginning. Because of my public objections to 
many seriously flawed terms in the option agreement with the City, it is a much improved 
project but still not the ideal for that location. I am concerned that foot dragging has left 
us few viable options beyond this project and the developer has now offered to build a 
small hotel on the site making it less objectionable, I am still not a great fan. I will still 
fight any double tracking of the railroad attached to this. 
 
I am in favor of a modified version of the La Novia/ Meadows project with a reduced 
equestrian component that is phased in to insure the welfare of adjacent neighborhoods. 
The residential portion has been greatly diminished, the retail portion and open space 
expanded. Traffic improvements that are under the authority of the City should be 
completed before occupancy to insure the least negative impact on residents. Balancing 
the rights of residents and the developer must include willingness from both sides to 
compromise. It also requires that we consider the benefits of this project to our City 
which positively impacts all of the residents of San Juan. 
 
Q2 
 
 
I would not support the extension of SJC Road any more than the extension of Las 
Ramblas. This would ruin a unique San Juan community in order to ease traffic for 
Ladera and future RMV residents. 
I would reluctantly agree to a temporary use of El Horno during the construction of the I5 
interchange but not on a permanent basis, this is a historic and unique residential 
neighborhood that can’t safely accommodate that traffic. 
The 241 extension does not give me warm feelings but the reality of 14,000 new homes 
and the traffic consequences to SJC is undeniable, reality trumps personal feelings. 



Ortega should be widened to accommodate SJHHS traffic but the existing 4 lanes should 
not be touched. The eastern entrance to SJC is important to our character and the old, 
mature trees are irreplaceable.  
The worse traffic is over the I5 bridge and Del Obispo, the I5 interchange we approved 
will go a long ways to improve it. 
We need to stop developing properties as if they were in a bubble, for example, there are 
too many individual driveways on Del Obispo. An internal circulation plan accessed from 
one signalized intersection will make traffic frictionless. 
We need to invest in solid, proactive, out of the box solutions. 
 
Q3 
If it were possible to determine what the majority of the residents wanted on every issue 
you would not need elected officials, you could have a true democracy. Because it isn’t, 
we elect people to make the tough decisions.  
Elected officials are tasked with listening to public testimony with an open mind, 
studying the facts and making decisions based on the law, the facts, the welfare of their 
whole constituency and possibly some good old common sense (a rare commodity).  
If they make clear decisions and speak honestly without worrying about being re-elected, 
the people will ultimately judge the elected officials’ body of work and decide by a 
majority vote if he or she is worthy or found wanting. 
Advisory votes, especially during a contentious election, are a bit cowardly and 
ultimately meaningless. If a vote is necessary for some truly extraordinary situation it 
should be binding.  
It is clear that folks tend to believe that their project or issue is the most important and 
that everybody agrees with them and that it should be put to the vote of the people. As we 
have seen, sometimes it is true, sometimes not so much. 
 
Q4 
Redevelopment agencies are a tool and like all tools can be of great service in the right 
hands or cause damage in the wrong hands. I have held the agency’s feet to the fire 
voting for only appropriate uses like the theatre, not inappropriate ones like un-blighted 
open space 
 
We vetted a dozen possible uses for the Lower Rosan on the Council, none of these 
worked for one reason or another. Home Depot works. 
 
 
Q5 
A person is known for his friends and his enemies. I am supported by some wonderful 
residents and opposed by the Firefighters Union and the Building Industry Association 
that have spent tens of thousands of dollars to hurt my reputation with half truths and lies.  
I am fiercely independent, I can’t be bought and I can’t be intimidated. I have rejected 
money and endorsements by all special interest groups. Your vote is my only 
endorsement. 
 


