
 

Information Regarding a Possible Teacher Strike 

 

We have learned that the teachers’ union has received authorization to call for a labor strike at 
a future date.  At this time, no date has been set for a strike and schools will continue to 
operate as usual until the district is notified by the union of its intention to stage a work 
stoppage.  We hope that through the process of formal communication at the bargaining table, 
CUSD will avoid a strike altogether.  

We have received many inquiries from our community regarding what would happen at CUSD 
schools in the event of a teacher strike.  Information is provided below to answer questions in 
the case one occurs.  In the event of a strike, regular updates will be posted on the district’s 
website at www.capousd.org.   

ANSWERS TO KEY QUESTIONS 

Will parents be notified in the event of a strike?  Yes.  The district would expect to receive a 
minimum of a 48 hour notice from the union in the event of a strike.  Wildcat strikes are not 
allowed under state law because they pose a threat to student safety if adequate preparations 
have not been made. The district would then contact parents via our phone messaging system 
and by ListServ. Our schools will also be sending out additional information that is site specific.   

Will schools be open in the event of a strike? Yes.  In the event of a strike, each school has 
secured substitutes and developed lesson plans to cover classes. Should the district feel that it 
does not have the resources to keep schools open during a strike, the Superintendent can make 
the decision to close schools or shorten the school day.     

Who will be teaching students in the event of a strike?  In the event of a strike, approved 
substitutes will be covering classes. Substitute teachers are required to have four-year college 
degrees as well as verification of passing the CBEST (California Basic Educational Skills Test).  
They must also receive fingerprint clearance through the Department of Justice and have met 
the same safety clearance as all CUSD employees.  Many of our substitutes hold California 
teaching credentials as well.  We will continue to ensure that volunteers on our campuses are 
cleared through a Megan’s Law Check and have received DOJ clearance if they are alone with 
students. 

What will my child be doing in class?  Students will be doing enrichment activities related to 
state curriculum standards. Substitute lesson plans have been developed, materials have been 
gathered, and they are ready to be put into place at each school site.  Plans are site specific and 
will be communicated by our site administrators.   

https://webmail.capousd.org/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.capousd.org/


 Will armed security guards be on campus? No.  School Resource Officers (who are regular 
employees at our secondary schools), may be armed as they are on any given school day, 
however, additional security guards who may be present to assist with traffic duty and 
supervision around the perimeter of the schools will not be armed.  Guards serving at school 
sites will be required to be fingerprinted and cleared through the Department of Justice. 

Will student absences be counted during a strike?   Yes.  Schools will maintain regular 
accounting of absences in the event of a strike. 

Will the school district lose money if students do not attend school during a strike?  Possibly.  
While the bulk of school funding comes from the State’s attendance accounting which ended 
March 19th, the school district receives categorical funding from the state and federal 
government which may be calculated on overall ADA throughout the year. 

Will transportation services be available during a strike? If for any reason transportation 
services are not available, parents will be notified directly.  We would also encourage parents to 
check the CUSD website at www.capousd.org  for up-to-date information.   

Will food services be available during a strike? Yes.  

Will after school activities be cancelled during a strike? All after-school activities and athletic 
events/practices would be cancelled on the 1st day of a strike.  At the end of the 1st day, high 
school activities and athletics will be evaluated for possible reinstatement on subsequent days 
on a case-by-case basis.  Reinstatement will be offered based on the availability of certificated 
teachers and certified coaches.   

Will the YMCA be cancelled during a strike? No.  

We appreciate that this can be an uncertain and confusing time for students and parents. We 
are committed to providing a safe and orderly learning environment for your student in the 
event of a strike, and will do our best to maintain meaningful instruction for all students who 
continue to attend school. Parents are welcome and encouraged to visit our website at 
www.capousd.org for updated information as it becomes available.  You are welcome to 
contact your schools for more site-specific information.  Thank you for your ongoing patience 
and understanding. 

https://webmail.capousd.org/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.capousd.org/
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