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CUSD TRUSTEE POSITION STATEMENT ON TRUSTEE VOTING METHODOLOGIES 

 

 

In an effort to separate fact from fiction, reality from half truth, Ellen Addonizio, 

President of the Capistrano Unified School District Board of Trustees issued the following 

statement: 

 

 “The Capistrano Unified School District Board of Trustees fully supports an election to 

allow the parents of our district the opportunity to determine how best to elect the Board of 

Trustees. What the Board does not support is the demand by a small group of individuals that the 

Board hold the election at their convenience and at a great cost to the District.” 

 

 Turning to the argument that a waiver could resolve all the issues, Ms. Addonizio went 

on to state “A waiver simply disenfranchises a majority of the voters. The individuals pushing 

for an early election have only speculation to support their assertion that district elections are the 

will of the majority of the people. A waiver would allow them to dictate to the majority how the 

electoral process will proceed. This is not how a democracy should work.” 

 

 According to Orange County Registrar of Voters, Neal Kelley, a special election in June 

2010 would cost the school district approximately Four Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars 

($450,000.00) as opposed to around Eight Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($8,500.00) if the 

election were to be consolidated with the general election in November 2010. “To extract almost 

half a million dollars from an already depleted budget, with further cuts being mandated by 

Sacramento, is irresponsible and clearly illustrates that the backers of a June election do not have 

the best interests of our children at heart,” commented Trustee Anna Bryson. 

 

 The push by a small group of individuals for a June 2010 election ignores both the 

practical and legal consequences of such a rush to install a new election process, in addition to 

the unnecessary costs. Pursuant to Elections Code Section 15372, the results of a special election 

are not final until certified and election officials have up to twenty-eight (28) days to certify the 

election. This means a June 8, 2010 election might not be certified until July 6, 2010. Once the 

election is certified, new trustee areas must be drawn in accordance with State and Federal 



Election requirements and then approved by the County Committee. These districts must also be 

in effect for a minimum of One Hundred Twenty (120) days prior to the election. 

 

 The November 2010 election is scheduled to take place on November 2, 2010. Therefore, 

Trustee areas must be drawn no later than July 5, 2010. If the certification took all twenty eight 

(28) days, the certification would take place one day after the modified trustee areas are required 

by law to be established.  

 

 Added Mike Winsten, Board Vice President, “In addition to all the procedural problems a 

June 2010 election embodies, the cost simply does not justify the action requested.  There are no 

exigent circumstances necessitating a costly special election. We, as a School Board, are 

committed to putting this issue before all constituents of the district, we simply want to do it in a 

rational, appropriate and cost effective manner, especially in light of the harsh economic realities 

we face.” 
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